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Beef & Mushroom Stew with blue cheese

Directions
1.  Heat broth and wine in a saucepan set over 

medium heat until simmering. Add dried 
mushrooms; cover and let stand off heat 
for 10 min. Strain out mushrooms, reserving 
broth mixture; cool mushrooms slightly and 
chop finely.

2.  Heat 2 tbsp (30 mL) oil in an ovenproof 
pan set over medium-high heat. On a 
plate, combine flour and 1/2 tsp (2 mL) 
each salt and pepper. Toss beef in flour 
mixture and brown evenly in hot oil, 
working in batches. Remove from pan and 
set aside. Add remaining oil, onion, garlic, 
rosemary, carrots, salt and pepper to pan; 
cook, stirring often, for 10 min. or until 
vegetables are softened. Add fresh and 
dried mushrooms and brown for 5 min.

3.  Return beef to pan along with any leftover 
flour. Stir in broth mixture, scraping up 
any browned bits from the bottom of the 
pan, and bring to a boil. Reduce heat and 
simmer 1 hour, stirring occasionally until 
very tender. Pour the stew into bowls 
and garnish each with 1 tbsp (15 mL) blue 
cheese and rosemary.

Ingredients
1 carton   Beef broth, 25% less sodium (900 mL)

1 cup Dry red wine (250 mL) 

1 pkg  Dried mixed mushrooms (15 g)

3 tbsps  Canola oil, divided (45 mL)

1/4 cup   All-purpose flour (60 mL)

1 tsp    Each salt and pepper, divided (5 mL)

2 lbs   Lean Sterling Silver® Premium 
Stewing Beef (1 kg)

1  Large onion, chopped

3 cloves   Garlic, minced

5 tsp    Chopped fresh rosemary leaves, plus 
more for garnish (25 mL)

5 Carrots, peeled and chopped

2 pkgs  Whole Mini Bella Mushrooms, 
trimmed and quartered (454 g)

1/2 cup  Crumbled blue cheese, 
divided (125 mL)

Hillsburgh Foodland 
102 Trafalgar Road N. 
519-855-4512

Lion’s Head Foodland 
4 Webster Street 
519-793-3415

Markdale Foodland 
217 Toronto Street S. 
519-986-3683

Owen Sound Foodland 
915 Tenth Street West 
519-376-8871

Shelburne Foodland 
226 First Avenue East 
519-925-6032

Stayner Foodland 
1057 County Road #42 
705-428-3449

Thornbury Foodland 
105 Arthur Street West 
519-599-3000

Tobermory Foodland 
9 Bay Street South 
519-596-2380

Vineland Foodland 
3357 King Street 
905-562-5881

Find these ingredients and  
more at any of these locations:

Prep Time: 15 min.  
Total Time: 110 min.
Makes:  2 batches (4 servings each)
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Welcome to our
Winter Wonderland!

All this and much more at
owensound.ca
Phone 519.371.9833

Share your experience with us using #OWENSOUND

Inglis Falls
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were the fi rst to add a factory installed utility cab, making this the best
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kubota.ca | 

0 48% 
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FINANCING 
OAC*

*See your dealer for complete details.
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View From the Editor’s Desk n  

Wild Animals in Winter

Write us at editor@NEViews.ca 
or Niagara Escarpment Views, 
50 Ann St., Georgetown 
ON  L7G 2V2

More Online!

Niagara Escarpment Views is on Facebook as: 
www.facebook.com/N.E.Views 

Keep in touch with Escarpment news between 
issues at our website. We have unique content 
not seen in the magazine, and you can leave 
comments in response. See www.NEViews.ca

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!

I 
am not the most patient 
of people. I am so busy 
with this magazine, my 
forest property, garden and 

two dogs, that I feel that I am 
on the go all the time, until 
I’m exhausted. Then I rest 
until I can go again. Waiting 
quietly for things to happen 
is not at all easy for me.

I was astonished, then, 
to see Ann Brokelman’s 
photographs of wild animals. 
Note: animals in the wild. Not 
in a zoo. Not at a rehab centre. 
Roaming freely. She says that 
much of her photography 
is done from her car.

Mike and I frequently 
spot wild animals and large 
birds while we’re out driving 
in Escarpment areas. One of 
the wonderful things about 
this biosphere reserve is that 
it still provides habitat for 
plenty of birds and animals. 
Yet we are usually haring 
off to get to some meeting 
on time, or to finish a set 
of tasks for the day, or to 
make important deadlines, 
and we rarely can afford 
to stop, pull over and start 
taking photos. I think we’re 
missing great opportunities.

Judging by Ann Brokelman’s 
photos, which are on the cover 
and in an extensive feature in 
this issue, there are animals 
all around, if we only take the 
time to stop and pay attention, 
and wait. To practise patience 

in other words. The results can 
be astonishing. Do you agree?

Animal Passages
While we’re on the subject 
of wild animals roaming 
wild, it’s great to see attention 
being paid to road ecology 
and how roads can be made 
safer for wildlife. Sue Horner 
has looked into the complex 
subject that is being explored 
by a large number of people 
and organizations, and 
she reports on some of the 
projects being undertaken in 
Escarpment countrysides.

Home & Holiday
This winter issue is our special 
focus on homes, and Sandra 
Howe has knocked on the door 
of Rural Rootz, a fascinating 
house built near Wiarton. 
Sustainability was the guiding 
principle behind every decision, 
and the result is a totally 
unique residence completely 
suited to its location on 
the rocky forest land of the 
southern Bruce Peninsula.

If you’d like a fresh 
Christmas tree for your 
celebration and feel like 
taking a drive to the country 
around Mono, you can 
do a good deed by buying 
one from Hockleycrest, 
supporting the Caledon 
Bruce Trail Club at the same 
time. Dan O’Reilly shares 
a great story about how the 

owners became committed to 
sharing their farm’s resources 
with the Bruce Trail.

These are only the large 
features in this issue. There’s 
more to explore with this 
magazine and keep you 
occupied while you get cozy 
inside this winter. As always, 
drop us a note about what’s 
on your mind and send us 
your photos and story ideas. 
I’m especially interested in 
your snapshots of Escarpment 
wild animals, because they 
might motivate me to slow 

down on those dangerous 
roads and enjoy the views 
outside the car windows.
The Niagara Escarpment is 
a great safe haven for wild 
animals, which of course 
as I always say, need wild 
spaces. We need to keep 
them safely that way.

Gloria Hildebrandt
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n readers & viewers

View From the editor’s desk n  

Turning Away Advertisers
Are We Stupid?
We need advertising revenue 
to cover the costs of publishing 
this high-quality magazine 
and to stay in business, yet 
lately we’ve been turning down 
some potential advertisers 
who wanted to place ads with 
us. They’ve been big ads, too.

The reason we had to 
turn them away was because 
they “made us an offer we 
had to refuse.” Saying our 
ad prices are too high, they 
named their own prices for 
what they would pay to get 
an ad in our magazine. Oh, 
they were tempting. We like 
big ads from prestigious 
advertisers. And every bit of 
revenue is most welcome.

We turned down their 
offers because we don’t feel 
right giving special price 
cuts to some people, while 
charging full prices to 
others. It’s part of our ethical 
approach to business. We 
do what we say we’ll do, we 
treat everyone fairly, we 
charge everybody the same.

If word got out that some 
advertisers got their ad spaces 
for a different price than others 
pay, our integrity would be 
shot. People would lose respect. 
We’d feel terribly guilty.

So, regretfully, we had to 
say “bye bye” to some potential 
advertisers. We told them the 
reason and said we hope they 

might consider us again, when 
their budgets allow them to 
pay what others pay. It hurts 
to think that we could have 
made more money, but we 
just can’t start down that 
slippery slope of treating some 
people differently. Our rates 
and special offers are clearly 
stated on our rate sheet, and 
our word and ethics are gold.

In These Pages
There is a lot to explore in this 
issue, from experiences along 
beautiful southern Georgian 
Bay, up the Bruce Peninsula 
and onto Manitoulin Island, 
to a park nestled between 
Georgetown and Brampton. 
We look at summer attractions 
in cottage country, encourage 
you to turn down your lights 
so you can look up at the 
stars, and get your feet wet 
in an urban nature park.

Gardeners will like to 
study the ideas in Canada 
Blooms’ garden that won the 
Niagara Escarpment Views 
Most Imaginative Garden 
award this year. Everyone 
will find something to love 
among the many award-
winning photographs in the 
Halton Hills Camera Club’s 
recent photo contest.

There’s more: John Bacher 
has a clear opinion of “the 
Crombie Report” which 
evaluates the many plans that 

protect and control the Niagara 
Escarpment  and other areas. 
Bruce Mackenzie shares a trip 
to Lion’s Head and a site that 
grows the beautiful Michigan 
Lily. Our regular columns 
on land conservation and 
a parcel of inherited forest 
also appear. There’s much to 
peruse while planning your 
summer excursions or relaxing 
from outdoor exertions.

We hope you enjoy what 
we’ve put together in this 
issue, and hope it helps you 

have a wonderful summer. We 
love hearing from you about 
anything, but this time, could 
you also let us know your 
answer to our burning question 
at the top of this page? As for 
turning away advertisers and 
their money, are we stupid?

Gloria Hildebrandt 
P.S. Wild animals need 
wild spaces.
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Write us at editor@NEViews.ca 
or Niagara Escarpment Views, 
50 Ann St., Georgetown 
ON  L7G 2V2

More Online!

Niagara Escarpment Views is on Facebook as: 
www.facebook.com/N.E.Views 

Keep in touch with Escarpment news between 
issues at our website. We have unique content 
not seen in the magazine, and you can leave 
comments in response. See www.NEViews.ca

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!

Gloria among the spring blossoms at the April 29 opening of the David 
Braley & Nancy Gordon Rock Garden, Royal Botanical Gardens

PM 41592022

summer 2016  (june, july, august)
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Award-winning Photos
from Halton Hills

www.NEViews.ca

I know that from experience. I hope Niagara 
Escarpment News [sic, please note the name is 
Views] does not run into financial difficulty 
in the future otherwise you may have to 
revisit your decision about ad rates. 

Linda Martin via email

I manage two magazines for the trade 
association Landscape Ontario, and my 
husband’s Caledon-based company W.I. 
Media publishes two business magazines. 
Advertisers have pressured all four titles 
to drop rates below cost, just as you 
describe in your editorial “Turning 
Away Advertisers.” We, also, believe in 
treating customers equally and fairly. Such 
pressure is predatory. A magazine that 
buckles on rates cannot dig out of that 
hole, and eventually cannot pay its bills. 
The publisher loses, the readers lose and 
the community loses. While you were too 
dignified to suggest this, I will go ahead 
and invite readers to specifically consider 
doing business with NEV advertisers. 
After all, they believe in the community.

Lee Ann Knudsen, Cheltenham

I read your article, and thought in life as 
individuals we have our integrity to get us 
through the ups and downs. In business it 
isn’t always that easy as you are in a sector 
that is being produced on line. Market 
shares are down in the magazine business. 
Your choice to treat all customers the same 

is a breath of fresh air in this often crazy 
world that we live in. Kudos to the owners. 
As far as the company that wanted to dictate 
price, I’m sure they will be able to bully 
some other business into selling them space. 
As they say once you lose your integrity you 
will also lose your customers, and in my 
opinion that would be too great of a loss 
in an already crazy market. Great read.

David Thatcher, 
Union Representative, SEIU 

(Service Employees International 
Union) Healthcare

Recognizing that NEV needs advertising 
$$$, please know that your current style 
and advertiser content is as integral to 
the publication as the journalistic and 
photographic content. Keep large corporate 
advertisers at bay. Readers get enough 
of that everywhere else and we are not 
rushing to pay for those magazines. Just 
booked at Gordons Park. Taking list of 
your Manitoulin advertisers with us.
Follow-up message: 
Special thanks to your publication for 
being the catalyst for making priceless 
memories with our 12 & 15 year old 
grandkids this summer on a road trip 
that included Inglis Falls, Spirit Rock, 
everything Tobermory, Manitoulin’s 
Providence Bay, Mindemoya and a night 
in a tipi at Gordon’s Park. Many thanks.

June Sheldrake, Hamilton

I thoroughly enjoy reading every page 
of your magazine. I find it interesting 
and educational. Thank you. If you had 
not declared your decision about large 
companies wanting cheaper ad prices most 
of your readership would not have known. 
Maintaining your values and ethics is 
important but you must balance that with 
sound business sense. Bottom line is that 
you have the right to decide what ads run 
in your publication and what the ad rates 
will be but keep your financial bottom line 
in mind. Larger companies have buying 
power and expect better rates on product 
they purchase. Some large companies resort 
to bullying tactics to get what they want.

Autumn issue had an article on tulip 
bulbs, however unfortunately the Home 
Hardware Stores (I have been to 3 so 
far) are either not getting them in at 
all or not taking orders. Weeks Home 
Hardware in Waterdown not at all, too 
many requests to deals with them (per 
Ron Gray) manager in that department. 
Dundas Home Hardware not taking orders 
at all — suggest to return on Tuesday or 
Friday (shipments come from warehouse & 
they may get some) however will not take 
orders. Weeks Home Hardware, Burlington 
do not expect to have them, far too many 
requests for bulbs. Very disappointing, I 
already had a vision of CANADA written 
in tulips hillside on our Highway 6 
property. Thanks for the article though.

Carol Ross via email
Best magazine in the sector. Renew of course!

Roger Guertin, St. Catharines
Just a quick note to say thank you for the 
great exposure we got in the last issue of 
Niagara Escarpment Views. The article and 
picture looked great, thank you very much.

Robert Weeden, Pollen Bee Nest

The Pollen Bee Nest provides homes for solitary bees.

A solitary bee at a tube opening. The stickers are provided so that 
once the tubes are filled they can be further protected from predators. 
The bees chew through it when they are ready to emerge.

�ere are more than 20,000 species of pollen bees worldwide and 
3,500 of them live in North America. �e term “pollen bees” was 
coined in 1992 to describe all the bees other than honey bees that 
help to pollinate crops and wild�owers. 

�ere has been a signi�cant reduction in the bee population 
lately, and both the honey bee and the solitary pollen bee have been 
a�ected. As over 60 per cent of food requires pollination, this is of 
concern to the very existence of the human race. 

Many gardeners are paying attention to the solitary pollen bee. 
As the name suggest these bees do not live in hives nor do they 
have a queen. Some of them dig burrows in the ground to lay their 
eggs. Others like to nest above ground in tube-like cavities such as 
plant stems or holes le� in wood by beetles. Pollen bees such as the 
Mason Bees and Leaf-cutter Bees that nest in cavities above ground 
are very vulnerable to predators and weather. 

�e Armstrong & Blackbury pollen bee nest uses a design that 
addresses these problems. �e plastic weatherproof body of the nest 
keeps the inner components dry and secure. �e 20 nest tubes are 
of di�erent diameters to allow a variety of solitary bees to use them. 
Moulded, waterproof ba�es at the front and back protect the tubes 
from attack by birds and rodents while also holding the tubes in place.

Installing the nest in the garden is very easy; all you need is a 
hammer and a sunny location. Planting native �owers, trees and 
shrubs will attract the bees to your garden, and providing water will 
help them build their nest as they use mud to seal the egg chambers 
within the tube. It takes 12 months for the new generation of bees 
to emerge from the nest; each nest can produce 100 to 150 bees. 
Solitary bees stay close to their nest, are non-aggressive and can 
pollinate 15 times faster than a honey bee.

Pollen Bee Nest is made in Caledon from recycled products 
sourced in the U.S. and Canada. It is for sale online and at locations 
throughout Canada and the U.S. �e nest is a great gi� for anyone 
with a garden or an interest in participating in conservation. 

— Article and photos by Pollenbeenest.com

Inside Hamilton’s Museums
Having previously written the well-received Inside 
the Museums: Toronto’s Heritage Sites and �eir Most 
Prized Possessions, John Goddard has now turned 
his gaze on Hamilton. In Inside Hamilton’s Museums 
(Dundurn, $19.99), the former Toronto Star reporter 
explores the history of Steel City through an 
exploration of its many museums.

In a book appealing to visitors and Hamiltonians 
alike (it’s a strange phenomenon, but while people 
will eagerly explore museums in areas they visit, they 
rarely do so in their hometowns) Goddard chooses 
to focus his attentions on heritage-house museums, 
including Dundurn Castle, Whitehorn Historic House, 
the Joseph Brant Museum, Battle�eld House, and 
Gri�n House. �rough these museums we meet some 
of Hamilton’s most fascinating historic inhabitants.

Joseph Brant, for example, was one of the most in�uential 
aboriginal leaders to ever live, having guided his refugee people, 
who had remained loyal to the Crown during the American 
Revolution, north from New York State to settle along the Grand 
River. A replica of the home he built in Hamilton today serves 

this remarkable man’s story and displays some of 
Brant’s personal artifacts.

Allan Napier MacNab is a true rags-to-riches 
story. Born virtually penniless, he served heroically 
in the War of 1812, then found his fortune as a 
lawyer, land speculator, politician, and industrialist 
(he was president of three railway companies, 
among other business interests). MacNab built a 
house which suitably re�ected his status as one 
of the wealthiest and most powerful men in the 
province, a magni�cent Italianate manor that has 
since been designated a National Historic Site.

Goddard introduces us to these individuals 
and others like them, and leads us through 
guided tours of their former homes, pointing out 
artifacts of notes and little-know historic facts 

that bring their stories to life. Eminently readable, informative 
and accessible, it fills an important niche in Hamilton literature. 
Perhaps most importantly, it encourages readers, residents 
and visitors alike, to explore Hamilton’s many heritage-house 
museums in person. — Andrew Hind

n GAZETTE

Attracting Non-Aggressive Pollen Bees

14 Niagara Escarpment Views  �  AUTUMN 2016  

We value your views!
Write to:  Niagara Escarpment Views
50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2
Email: editor@NEViews.ca
Comment through: www.NEViews.ca



INFORMED BY THE PAST. 
INSPIRED BY THE FUTURE. 

LIVE IN A LEGEND.
Located in the historic district of Georgetown, The Residences of The Hotel McGibbon 
offer all the charm of a small town main street with the amenities of a modern lifestyle. 

Sweeping views, expansive terraces and unique floor plans, coupled with boutiques, 
restaurants and art galleries, combine to create a rich and vibrant lifestyle.

REGISTER TODAY! 
TheHotelMcGibbon.com | 905 702 2525

PRESENTATION CENTER  
79 Main Street South, Georgetown

HOURS  
Monday-Thursday | 12 noon – 6 pm 

Closed Fridays 
Saturday and Sunday | 12 noon – 5 pm

Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E.&O.E. Rendering is artist’s concept.

SPRING 2017 CONSTRUCTION
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� Acton’s annual Leathertown Festival was held on Aug. 14. PHOTO BY CHRIS MILLER.

� Sean James of Fern Ridge Landscaping was given an honour award in 
the landscaping category by the Perennial Plant Association on Aug. 2, 
for designing Oakville’s Anderson Parkette Biodiversity Garden, right, 
which contains more than 50 native plant species. PHOTO SUBMITTED.

n Events Along the Rock
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.



Test Drive the Toronto Ski Club For As Low As 
$800 (Limited number o�ered seasonally)

TSC, one of Canada’s oldest ski clubs, is a family 
club for all ages, o�ering its members an array 
of top-calitbre Alpine Programs in the heart of 
Ontario’s largest mountain resort, Blue Mountain. 
The club gives its members excellent value, in a 
fun social environment, where they can develop 
lasting friendships. Our Clubhouse is private, and 
opens more ski days during the season than any 
other private ski club on the escarpment. TSC 
alumni includes both National and Provincial ski 
and snowboard team members.

The Test Drive Program provides a special 
opportunity for individuals and families to 
experience the benefits of membership before 
making the commitment to join the Club. This 
includes Member Charging Privileges throughout 
the Clubhouse, access to our sought after Alpine 
Programs, all while engaging in our many 
Member Social Events and Preferred Season 
Pass pricing at Blue Mountain!

TORONTO SKI CLUB
PO Box 2
Collingwood, ON L9Y 3Z4
www.torontoskiclub.on.ca

FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
DebMcCannell
deb@torontoskiclub.on.ca
705 445 1890 ext. 23

winter 2016–17  •  Niagara Escarpment Views  9

Please see www.NEViews.ca 
for more photos & listings!

EVENTS ALONG THE ROCK n
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

� Halton Hills’ former 
mayor Kathy Gastle 
and current mayor Rick 
Bonnette cut the ribbon 
to open the Children’s 
Garden of the Senses on 
Sept. 10 in Norval. The 
garden was inspired 
by the works of L.M. 
Montgomery, author of 
Anne of Green Gables, 
who lived in Norval for 
more than a decade.



� On Sept. 17 Communities in Bloom Ontario announced that 
Orangeville won a five-bloom rating, making it eligible to enter the 
national competition in 2017. Judge Sandy Barnes Cairns presented 
the award to Orangeville committee members Kathryn Macdonald, 
Ted Zarudny and Jane Blears. PHOTO COURTESY OF TOWN OF ORANGEVILLE.

� On Sept. 10 Mountsberg Conservation Area in Campbellville hosted the 
opening of a new barn for its farm animals and a new building of raptor 
enclosures, shown above. PHOTO COURTESY OF CONSERVATION HALTON.

n Events Along the Rock
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.
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� Georgetown Thai Cuisine celebrated its 10th anniversary on Sept. 11 with a parade, Thai dance performances, Thai massage, 
free lunch and more. Donations were encouraged to benefit Cancer Assistance Services of Halton Hills.



� The Town Crier gave a welcome to Eden Mills Writers’ Festival on Sept. 18.
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Please see www.NEViews.ca 
for more photos & listings! SCENIC CAVES 

NATURE ADVENTURES

260ScenicCaves Rd,TheBlueMountains 705446-0256 ext 223

The Scenic Caves Nordic Centre
Features 27kms of cross-country ski trails
and10kms of snowshoe trails meandering
through a 370 acre,200-year-old hardwood
forest,high atop the Niagara Escarpment,
near Collingwood.

Winter Fun for the Entire Family
Groomed Cross-Country Classic and Skate Ski Trails

Snowshoe Trails • Guided Night Snowshoe Hikes 

420 ft. Suspension Bridge • Full Rentals • Lessons

Warming Hut / Hot Food /Beverages • Season Passes

Mountain-top Lookouts / Fabulous PanoramicViews

High-altitude Snow Conditions All Season Long

sceniccaves.com

Superbly Natural !



n Events Along the Rock
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

www.edwardjones.com Member — Canadian Investor Protection Fund

You can be ready to retire or not. Ready is better.

Colin Brookes
Financial Advisor
(905) 873-7630
211 Guelph St., Unit 4
Georgetown, ON  L7G 5B5
colin.brookes@edwardjones.com
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26 Legend Court, Unit 9
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(519) 833-9069
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Erin, ON  N0B 1T0
george.paolucci@edwardjones.com
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(905) 864-9969
330 Bronte Street S., Unit 217
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� Heather’s Bakery of 
Georgetown celebrated its 
15th anniversary on Oct. 1 
by giving away free pieces 
of, naturally, cake.

� Deborah Serravalle had 
many books to autograph at 
the launch of her first novel 
How We Danced. A party was 
held at The Spice Factory in 
Hamilton on Sept. 21.



Please see www.NEViews.ca 
for more photos & listings!

Georgetown
THAI CUISINE

www.boltonthai.ca

Come and Enjoy all of the Mild to Spicy Flavours of Thailand

Georgetown Thai Cuisine
Celebrating our 10th Anniversary in Georgetown!
76 Main St. S., Georgetown  905.873.1429

Bolton Thai Cuisine
Voted #1 Thai Restaurant in Bolton!

18 King St. East, Unit L5, Bolton  905.857.8988

Winner of the Thai

Select Award from the 

Government of Thailand, 

for traditional cooking 

styles & ingredients

www.gthai.ca

DINE IN • TAKE OUT • CATERING • GROUP PARTIES

� Isaiah Aguonie of Sheguindah, Manitoulin Island, was one of six 
Indigenous writers who won a James Bartelman Aboriginal Youth 
Creative Writing Award. “Isaiah is a wonderful example of how sharing 
our stories can further our understanding of the varied perspectives 
and experience of Indigenous youth in Ontario,” stated Michael Mantha, 
MPP for Algoma-Manitoulin. The award was presented at Queen’s 
Park on Oct. 7. From left, Dr. Shafiq Qaadri, Parliamentary Assistant 
to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, The Hon. Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Isaiah and James 
Bartelman. PHOTO COURTESY OF ONTARIO MINISTRY OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION.
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� Prime Minister Justin Trudeau included Picone’s Fine Foods in 
Dundas in his visit to Hamilton and Niagara on Oct. 21. Here he is 
surrounded by shop owners, employees and eager visitors.



n   WRITTEN BY SUE HORNER

risky roads:
Road ecology measures step in when 
animal instincts and urban sprawl collide
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F
encing guides animals away from dangerous roads and 

onto a bridge, which takes them safely over a road, or into 

culverts or underground passages that Ontario Parks likens 

to “a critter-sized subway tunnel passing under the road.” ▶

Ecopassage in use at Killbear Provincial Park west of Parry Sound. PHOTO COURTESY OF ONTARIO PARKS.
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N
ature’s programming 
is strong. After 
the first rainfall 
following spring 

thaw, Jefferson’s Salamanders 
emerge from underground 
dens, determined to migrate 
to the ponds where they 
were born to lay their eggs. 

In Burlington, that means 
crossing King Road. Some 
1,500 cars a day use this road to 
wind their way up the Niagara 
Escarpment. The salamanders, 
small enough to fit in the palm 
of your hand, have little chance 
of being seen on the dark, rainy 

nights they favour for the trip.
In 2012, while the City 

of Burlington was studying 
King Road improvements, 
Conservation Halton proposed 
a radical idea. What about 
closing a section of road on 
the Escarpment face for a few 
weeks to allow the endangered 
Jefferson Salamander a 
chance to get to the breeding 
areas? Burlington agreed, 
and the closure has been an 
annual tradition ever since.

Lesley Matich, terrestrial 
planning ecologist with 
Conservation Halton, can’t 

estimate how many salamander 
lives have been saved by the 
closing. However, she says, 

“Once the physical barriers 
were used to close the road, 
no amphibians have been 
killed due to cars within the 
footprint of the closure.”

Official Planning is Key
The King Road closure is 
an example of road ecology 

at work. This growing field 
studies the intersection of 
wildlife, the environment and 
roads, and looks for low-cost 
but effective ways to avoid 
harming wildlife. Preventing 
collisions with larger animals 
also improves driver safety.

Road ecology is an 
emerging need prompted by 
urban sprawl encroaching 
on migration and breeding 

▲ On Tremaine Road in Milton, new fencing and an underground tunnel provide safe crossing for wildlife. PHOTO COURTESY OF CONSERVATION HALTON.

WHAT IS ROAD ECOLOGY?
Road ecology is a science about the interaction between roads and 

the natural environment, especially effects of roads on wildlife.
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▲ Close up of the Tremaine wildlife crossing. PHOTO COURTESY OF CONSERVATION HALTON.

▲ Wildlife fencing was installed during the widening of Neyagawa Road in Oakville, to direct small animals to a safe crossing. PHOTO COURTESY OF CONSERVATION HALTON.
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areas. Over the past 60 years, 
roads in southern Ontario 
have multiplied from 7,000 
km to more than 35,000 km. 
Some 14,000 wildlife/vehicle 
collisions happen every year in 
Ontario. Many more collisions 
with small reptiles, amphibians 
and birds go unreported.

“It’s a huge issue that’s just 
beginning to find its way into 
planning,” says Tys Theysmeyer, 
head of natural lands for 
Burlington’s Royal Botanical 
Gardens (RBG), which includes 
the Cootes Paradise wetlands. 

“The Escarpment is a key 
connector for animals crossing 
watersheds and we have a long 
list of species affected,” he 
adds. “Turtles, snakes, foxes, 
deer – if it’s an animal, it’s 
crossing a road, and there 
may be no specific design to 
account for its safe crossing.”

Protection by Design
Matich says the environmental 
assessment stage is the time 
for municipalities to build 
in road design that protects 
wildlife specific to the area. 

“If several wetlands within 

known wildlife movement 
corridors are divided by a 
proposed road project,” she 
explains, “specially designed 
culverts targeted at frogs and 
turtles could be considered.”

Sometimes referred to 
as “ecopassages,” wildlife 
fencing, bridges and culverts 
are best practices used in 
Banff and Jasper, Alberta 
and elsewhere, but they are 
relatively new to Ontario. 

In Milton, Halton Region 
and Conservation Halton are 
partnering to install fences 
in strategic spots and build 
wildlife culvert crossings 
into the design of the road 
corridors in several locations, 
including Tremaine Road. 

“Culvert sizes vary along 
this stretch of road, with 
smaller ones designed to 
provide passage for mammals 
up to raccoon size, and larger 
ones able to accommodate 
deer,” says Matich. 

Similar wildlife passages 
have been installed in other 
areas of Ontario, including 
provincial parks like 
Killbear and Algonquin. In 

Brampton, two ecopassages 
protect turtles crossing Heart 
Lake Road, which bisects a 
wetland complex. Another 
two in Oakville help small 
mammals and amphibians 
in the North Oakville 
Natural Heritage System get 
across Neyagawa Boulevard 
north of Dundas Street. 

Citizen Action 
Turtles are ponderously slow, 
both in movement and in 
reaching maturity. They don’t 
reproduce until they are about 
15 years old, if they can make 
it that long. Seven out of eight 
turtle species in Ontario are 
considered at risk, due mainly 
to road deaths and habitat loss 
resulting from development.

Wetlands on either side 
of busy Cootes Drive in 
Dundas make it a dangerous 
place to be a turtle. Driven 
by instinct, female turtles 
leave Cootes Paradise in June, 
looking for a south-facing 
slope to lay their eggs in sandy 
soil or gravel. Volunteers 
with a group called Dundas 
Turtle Watch protect turtles 

as they cross the road from 
the marsh to nest, and again 
when the hatchlings emerge.

“We rescue turtles that are 
in danger of being killed by 
traffic, helping them across 
the road,” explains Joanna 
Chapman, one of the group’s 
founders. “We also put 
protective netting over nests, 
and keep records of every 
turtle seen, alive or dead.” 

In 2015, that included 
93 turtles killed along the 
road, plus 57 amphibians and 
assorted birds and snakes.

The group relays the 
data collected to the Royal 
Botanical Gardens. Starting 
in 2014, the data also goes to 
Ontario Nature, which tracks 
the distribution of reptiles and 
amphibians across the province. 

Protection Takes 
Teamwork
Hamilton Conservation 
Authority (HCA) is working 
closely with Dundas Turtle 
Watch and RBG to make 
change happen, including 
lowering speed limits and 
adding warning signs. RBG 

▲ Close up of the algae-covered Snapping Turtle. It made no attempt to cross the road 
while humans approached it. Hours later, there was no sign of it, likely indicating a safe 
crossing on this dangerous road. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.

▲A long, slow, perilous journey. A Snapping Turtle crosses a road 
through the Niagara Escarpment north of Georgetown, in the 
middle of a large wetland. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.
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The Solution to All of Your Sales, 
Service or Rental Needs

ADAMS EQUIPMENT
Sales, Service, Rent-All Inc.
334 Guelph St., Georgetown   n   905-877-0157

www.adamsequipment.ca

Crawford Lake, Rattlesnake Point, 
Hilton Falls, Kelso, Mountsberg, 
Mount Nemo, Robert Edmondson 
and Glen Eden*

Visit us today!

haltonparks.ca

Family Annual Membership $115

Annual Membership* from

$50 plus 
HST

Experience winter at
Halton Parks

Halton
Parks

*Different rates apply for Glen Eden
▲ Dundas Turtle Watchers like Joanna Chapman put out this sign when 
they patrol the roads, hoping to save turtles. PHOTO BY SUE HORNER.

also installed silt fencing, fabric 
staked to the ground that 
prevents animal movement 
and soil erosion, at hot spots 
along the Cootes Paradise side 
of the road in 2012. Permanent 
fencing followed in 2015. 

Lesley McDonell, terrestrial 
ecologist for HCA, says, “We’re 
fundraising with various 
organizations to install a 
low-profile fence along Cootes 
Drive that’s the Cadillac of 
animal exclusion fencing.” The 
knee-high fence has a tilt on 
top that prevents turtles from 
getting over. 

McDonell adds that “a 
whole group” is working on 
the Cootes area, including 

Conservation Halton, 
Hamilton Conservation 
Authority, City of Hamilton 
and McMaster University. 

“There’s a push to take 
this road ecology project 
in Dundas to the larger city 
of Hamilton, and to other 
parts of Ontario,” she says.

It’s a start. As resilient as 
nature can be, creatures both 
small and large need humans 
to help. As Chapman says, 

“We’re only monitoring a small 
area, but the roadkill is horrific.”

Sue Horner wrote “Community 
Garden Movement Growing Like 
a Weed,” Niagara Escarpment 
Views, Spring 2014.

WORKING ON ROAD ECOLOGY IN ONTARIO
The Ontario Road Ecology Group (roadecology.ca/)

Ontario’s Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
(ontario.ca/page/ministry-natural-resources-and-forestry)

Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority (cloca.ca/)

Eco-Kare International (eco-kare.com/)

Conservation Authorities of Ontario (conservationontario.ca/ 
about-us/conservation-authorities)
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Hockleycrest’s  
Trees for the Trail
WRITTEN BY DAN O’REILLY   n   PHOTOGRAPHED  BY MIKE DAVIS
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I
t’s a long way from arizona to a tree farm nestled away on the Niagara 

Escarpment in the Mono Township hills, but a Grand Canyon backpacking trip 

can be considered the genesis of David Moule and Sally Cohen’s commitment to 

the Bruce Trail through the sale of Christmas trees on their farm, Hockleycrest. ▶

David Moule in one of the tree plantations at Hockleycrest with Airport Road in the background.
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I
n the 10 years from 2005 
to 2015, approximately 
$25,000 or $2,500 a 
year has been raised at 

Hockleycrest for the Caledon 
Bruce Trail Club, one of nine 
clubs comprising the Bruce 
Trail Conservancy. Along with 
wreaths and planter boxes, 
the $30 pesticide-free trees 
are sold over three or four 
weekends in December by a 
contingent of Caledon and 
other club volunteers who also 
guide purchasers to the tree 
plantations and help load the 
trees on cars. Other members 
help prune the trees, a rather 
tedious task which has to 
be conducted in mid June. 

“This wouldn’t be possible 
without volunteers,” says David. 

Asked to explain how the farm 
came into being, he says its 
history stretches back to the 
early 1980s, when as a Ministry 
of Transportation engineer, 
he joined a group of fellow 
employees planning a Grand 
Canyon backpacking trip.

“We thought we better 
get in shape,” says David 
of the group’s decision 
to do some preparatory 
hikes on the Bruce Trail. 

That was his introduction 
to the trail and the Bruce Trail 
Association, now Conservancy, 
and he was hooked. A year 
later he became a part of a 
trail captain group tasked with 
rebuilding the Bruce Peninsula 
trail section. Eventually he 
proposed and later flagged 

the route of the panoramic 
Gun Point Loop Trail 
overlooking Georgian Bay in 
Lion’s Head. It had previously 
been an inland trail only. 

On his drives to the Bruce 
Peninsula work parties he 
began spotting a particular 
property marked by a white 
gate and picket fences. “It 
was quite noticeable because 
this was the route of the 
1984 tornado and there was 
quite a bit of damage on the 
other side of the road.” 

A few years later he met 
Sally at a ski club they belonged 
to and in 1992 they got married. 
Shortly afterwards he learned 
the property was for sale and 
he persuaded her they should 
purchase it as a weekend retreat. 

Trees Planted
After taking possession of 
the 75-acre property in 1993, 
they undertook a number of 
improvements to its circa-1847 
log house and the land which 
had been denuded by years 
of cattle grazing. “We didn’t 
want that, so we started 
growing trees,” David says. 

In 1994 they hand planted 
1,500 trees with the help of 
friends. It was, Dave admits, 
a rather laborious endeavour, 
so they decided to take 
advantage of the Ontario 
Forestry Association’s low-
cost Project Tree Cover and 
had approximately 20,000 
trees of various species 
machined planted in the 
following two years.

▼ David and wife Sally Cohen with some of the wreaths for sale to benefit Caledon Bruce Trail Club.
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▶ Wreaths and greens: David 
with Club members David 
Sarginson and Louise Carberry 
and natural products for sale.

▼ Louise Carberry with a 
couple of the approximately 
18 urns she helped make 
with eight other volunteers.
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▼ For those who don’t want to cut their own tree in the field, there are trees ready to choose from near the barn.

▲ Customers taking home the tree they chose and cut themselves.
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By planting trees, you can help fight climate change, improve wildlife  
habitat and contribute to a greener, healthier Ontario. Funding assistance  

is available to landowners interested in planting on their properties. 

Forests Ontario is working with its tree planting partners across the province  
to deliver the Ontario government’s 50 Million Tree Program.

If you have at least 2.5 acres of productive land, you could qualify.

Tree Planting Funding Available

Paid for, in part, by the Government of Ontario

“�If�I�knew�planting�through�the��
50�Million�Tree�Program�was��
so�easy�and�affordable�I�would��
have�done�it�years�ago.”

  –  Mark Cullen 
Canada’s Favourite Gardener, Green Leader 
markcullen.com 10,000 Gardening questions. Answered.

Planting  
tomorrow’s  
Forests

CALL OR VISIT US AT: FORESTS ONTARIO  
416.646.1193   1.877.646.1193   FORESTSONTARIO.CA/50MTP

“But then we started 
noticing all these cars with 
Christmas trees on their 
roofs coming from a tree 
farm just to the north of us.” 

That observation was the 
inspiration for a successful 
proposal to the Caledon Bruce 
Trail Club in which the couple 
offered to allocate a section 
of land to the club to grow 
Christmas trees, eventually 
receiving the proceeds from 
future sales. Over a three-year 
period in the late 1990s the 
couple and the club volunteers 
planted approximately 
1,200 Scotch pines. 

 “We just had to wait 
for them to grow.” 

By 2005 the trees had 
reached the right height for 
cutting and selling. Initial 

sales, however, didn’t go 
well. “The trees weren’t quite 
perfect and this really was 
a no-frills operation.” 

Popular Decisions
But sales began to improve 
after he erected a sign 
informing passersby that all 
proceeds would be going to 
the Bruce Trail Association. 
Word of mouth and a notice 
in the association’s magazine 
also helped, he says. And 
the no-frills operation began 
morphing into one with 
some embellishments after 
David asked the club to sell 
hot cider and cookies. 

Since the 2005 opening 
some changes and adjustments 
have had to be made to meet 
changing consumer tastes. 

▼ The sign on Airport Road points to the weekend Christmas sales.

winter 2016–2017  •  Niagara Escarpment Views  25



▼ David checks the tip of a growing tree.

▲ Purchases that do good. Christmas baskets from Hockleycrest help protect the Bruce Trail. ▲ Some families make tree cutting part of 
their festivities
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www.NEViews.ca

Blue Mountains, Collingwood
705.445.7598

www.prettyriverinn.com
inn@prettyriver.infosathse.com

Flagging Scotch pine sales 
prompted a decision to cut 
those trees down and plant 
spruce and fir trees which 
are now more popular and 
not as much work to prune.

As those trees are now just 
coming to maturity, there was 
a two-year shortfall in stock. 
Fortunately, club executive 
member and commercial tree 
operator Fred Somerville of 
Somerville Nurseries bridged 
that gap by selling trees to 
the club at a very low cost 
the first year and donating 
them the second year. 

There will be an ample 
supply of balsam fir and 
white spruce on hand for 
this Christmas season, 
David points out.

Some time ago he handed 
over supervision of the sales 
and pruning to club leaders. “I 
don’t have to be here at the farm 
in December. But I am still in 
the background if needed.” 

So is the rest of the family, 
says Sally, recently retired 
and with more time now 
to devote to the farm. “Our 
children have grown up with 
the trees,” she says, pointing 
out that the cookies sold at the 
pre-Christmas sales are baked 
by their daughters, Lauren and 
Alison, who raised $100 one 
year. Their son Peter also helps 
out with sales, pruning, and 
guiding purchasers to the trees.

Asked if the family ever 
resents the purchasers, most of 

whom are strangers, tramping 
around on their property 
for three or four consecutive 
weekends, she says no. “This 
is helping the Bruce Trail and 
we’re committed to the trail.” 

Trail Protected
That commitment includes 
allowing the trail through the 
rear of their property, which 
is protected by a conservation 
agreement registered on title, 
and which will stay in place 
even if the property is sold. 
David also serves on several 
Caledon Club and Bruce Trail 
Conservancy committees. 
David and Sally’s contribution 
draws strong praise from 
Caledon club president Bob 
Ferguson, noting the tree sales 
have been its major fundraising 
activity for several years.

“I have found an incredible 
level of commitment and a 
strong spirit of co-operation to 
support a common goal. Dave 
and Sally are examples of this, 
and there are many others,” 
says Ferguson, emphasizing 
the critical role volunteers 
perform in building and 
maintaining the trail along 
the Niagara Escarpment. 

The tree farm is located at 
933445 Airport Road, a few 
km north of Highway 9. NEV 

Dan O’Reilly’s last feature for 
Niagara Escarpment Views 
was “Award-Winning Retreat 
In Clearview,” Winter 2015–16.
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Pond in winter, north of the 
Escarpment near Georgetown.

PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE DAVIS.
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Rural Rootz:  
Sustainably Self Built
n   WRITTEN & PHOTOGRAPHED BY SANDRA J. HOWE 

“A
s you climb the hill and round the bend, the long lane takes 

you deep into the woods. There, sheltered by tall trees, stands ‘the last 

homely house,’” writes Dee Ashman poetically when asked to describe 

her house. “It sits humbly on a little rise, blending into its forest setting. As part 

of the landscape, it has evolved to meet our needs. What began as a workshop 

with living quarters has become a unique home.” ▶
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The house at Rural Rootz Nature 
Reserve has been handcrafted with 
love out of salvaged materials.
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L
ike J.R.R.Tolkien’s “last 
homely house” in his 
work The Hobbit, this one 
offers a hidden refuge 

and a warm welcome. Dee and 
Tom Ashman have handcrafted 
their beautiful dwelling with 
loving care and creativity. 

In 1975, Dee and Tom fell 
in love with and purchased 
100 acres of bush land near 
Wiarton. At the time, it was 

trees and rocks with a few 
trails. No lane, no buildings, no 
services. 	 “We brought in a 
dowser to search for water,” 
Tom recalls, “and we chose 
the building site accordingly. 
We’re on a high point of land 
but we got potable water 
at 68 ft.” They began with a 
woodworking shop on the 
main level and accomodations 
above, keeping their ecological 

footprint small. The Ashmans 
value thrift, self-sufficiency, 
and living lightly on the land.

Forty years later, their home 
has changed and evolved to 
reflect new priorities and 
circumstances but their values 
remain consistent. Their home 
is entirely self built, using 
reclaimed materials wherever 
possible. Much of the lumber 
for construction was salvaged 

from old buildings. Tom 
describes the source of various 
timbers and sidings with a 
pioneer’s pride. The windows, 
too, were mainly second-hand.

▶ The south wall of windows 
makes the house seem bigger, lets 
in warmth and offers wonderful 
opportunities for bird watching.

▼ Hardwood trees let in light during winter and their leaves shade the house in summer.
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▲ Dee Ashman at the moveable desk unit/room divider.▲ The neat-as-a-pin kitchen is actually used for home cooking. The cupboards 
originally were part of a display at Wiarton’s Home Hardware Building Centre.

▶ Tom and Dee Ashman 
in the laundry room 
near the household 
mechanical systems 
that provide on-demand 
domestic hot water and 
back-up heat through 
in-floor heating.
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Both Dee and Tom have 
developed carpentry and 
masonry skills, have an eye for 
beauty and functionality, and 
think about sustainable design. 

 “We had a dry compost 
toilet system for 36 years,” 
Dee explains. “It worked 
great! When we began to 
travel more, we switched 
to flush toilets because dry 
compost needs regular use.” 

Southern Light
Other changes to the original 
structure include extending 
the south wall of windows 
and moving the workshop 
to an outbuilding. The light 
is what strikes one first 
on entering the house.

“Optically, the place feels 
so much bigger than it is 
because of the full wall of 
windows,” says Tom. “When 
the Wiarton Sash and Door 
went out of business, I picked 

up all this glass for cheap. I 
knew it would be useful for 
future possibilities. Now it is!” 

Because so much of their 
building was done by hand 
and small scale, they were able 
to keep the forest close. The 
hardwoods let in plenty of light 
during the winter while the 
leaves provide summer shade 
and protection. In the living 
and dining areas, it really feels 
like you are standing in a forest.

While the window wall 
provides light and beauty, it 
also adds to home heating 
efficiency. Sunlight heats 
the indoor air through the 
day. Heavy blinds roll down 
electrically to trap the heat 
overnight. Also, a lovely wall 
built of quarry-salvaged 
local stone acts as a heat sink, 
collecting sun heat daily and 
releasing it slowly to provide 
warmth overnight. This 
kind of ingenuity is evident 

▲ A brass rubbing of The Bishop of Ely, given to the Ashmans 
in 1967 by friends, holds a place of honour housed in a special 
church-window-like cabinet lovingly built by Tom.
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throughout the Ashmans’ 
home and furnishing design. 

 “We have learned to 
change, adapt, evolve, rather 
than move.” Dee says with a 
smile. “Versatility is essential!”

	
Creativity
Dee started a career in teaching, 
became one of Wiarton’s first 
woman carpenters, designed 
and installed kitchens, and now 
works as an artist, gardener, 
and healer. Tom’s expertise 
is equally varied: scientist, 
carpenter, stone mason, 

designer, Summerfolk staff, 
artist, and general handyman. 

“We like to express our 
creativity,” notes Tom. “We 
have learned to live with 
this house, not just in it.”

The upstairs living area is 
open concept with high ceilings 
and wonderful acoustics. 
The Ashmans have hosted 
everything from house concerts 
to weddings to yoga classes to 
essential oils trainings. Most 
of the furniture is mobile 
and multi-functional. A great 
example is the desk unit which 

acts as room divider, single desk, 
double desk, or can be pushed 
back out of the way entirely. The 
small and large dining tables are 
also interchangable for intimate 
lunches or group dinners. 
No matter the function, the 
light, trees, and wildlife close 
by add to the event’s charm.

The kitchen is a cozy, 
working space in the northwest 
corner of the upper level. This 
location maximizes early 
winter morning light. Specially 
designed windows and mirrors 
bring in additional light to 

make the room warm, bright, 
and cheery. Delicious fragrances 
of home-cooked food tend to 
waft from this corner of the 
house. The cupboards were 
part of a display kitchen at 
the Wiarton Home Hardware 
Building Centre but found a 
new life with the Ashmans. Dee 
did the layout, and they worked 
together to complete installation.

The lower level, originally 
the workshop, now houses 
the master bedroom and bath, 
and a beautiful healing and 
meditation room. Mirrors 
used in the hallway add light 
and spaciousness. The artist’s 
touch is everywhere in colour 
and details. The engineer’s 
hand is also apparent in fixture 
designs such as the large 
diameter bathtub plumbing 
to fill the huge tub quickly.  

“We live a conserver 
lifestyle but use technology 
to our best advantage,” Tom 
explains. “It allows us to 
live this wonderful life!”

Gratitude shines through 
in conversations with the 
Ashmans. They are clearly 
happy with their home, 
their land, and their lives. 
Spirituality also shines through, 
and Tom credits “The Bishop” 
for watching over them 
like a guardian angel. This 
rubbing of an ancient brass 
was given to them as a gift 
in 1967, and finally found a 
place of honour when Tom 
built a special window for it. 
Art and sculpture reflecting 
First Nations’ spiritual 
traditions are also evident 
in home and gardens. 

“We want to live gentle on 
the land, and to share what 
we have learned,” both Dee 
and Tom reflect. Their home, 
and surrounding property, 
Rural Rootz Nature Reserve, 
are indeed a hidden and 
welcoming refuge in beautiful 
Escarpment country. NEV

Sandra J. Howe’s last piece 
for Niagara Escarpment 
Views was “Birds on the 
Bruce,” Autumn 2016.

▲ Built-in storage offers neatness 
as well as display space.

▲ The woodstove helps to heat the house.
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▲ Next to the main house is the Tree House or Summer 
Kitchen which is used seasonally for guest accommodations, 
workshop space, and dinner parties.



Celebrants gather in front of a festooned Hotel McGibbon. COURTESY OF 
ESQUESING HISTORICAL SOCIETY

There are many hidden gems 
in and around downtown 
Georgetown, but nothing 
beats the legendary McGibbon 
Hotel. Providing lodging and 
libation for over 160 years, 
the McGibbon has been host 
to some of Hollywood’s most 

famous A-list celebrities, 
including Richard Burton, 
Michael Douglas, Orson 
Welles and Jim Henson, 
creator of The Muppets.

When word got out that 
glamour would soon return 
to the old hotel with the 

help of a new luxury condo 
development, people started 
to share their memories about 
the hotel, and as past owner of 
the McGibbon, Nick Markou 
sure has some good ones to tell.

His fondest memory was 
during the filming of Follow 
That Bird, a full-length movie 
with Jim Henson filmed inside 
the hotel in 1985, almost 30 
years ago. The plot follows 
the Sesame Street gang on an 
exciting quest to find Big Bird 
after he was sent to live across 
the country. Nick remembers 
Henson getting bored on set 
one day and stepping onto the 
curb outside of the McGibbon to 
entertain lucky local youngsters.

Two years earlier in 1983, 
Orson Welles filmed the 
movie Hot Money in this same 
hotel. Playing the drunken 
Sherriff Paisley, this film 
was a little different than the 
Muppets’ adventures a couple 
years earlier, to say the least.

Welles investigates a 

robbery in his small, upstate 
New York town, but locals 
would immediately recognize it 
as downtown Georgetown. The 
McGibbon façade is featured 
in numerous parade scenes 
and car chases, with police cars 
barrelling past the hotel and 
screeching to a stop at police 
headquarters, better known as 
Georgetown’s old post office 
building on Mill Street. Bar 
scenes, as well as the infamous 
basement safe bust, were 
filmed in the McGibbon itself.

In 1888, the original 
hotel was destroyed by a 
fire and replaced by the 
present brick structure of 
The McGibbon Hotel. While 
most businesses from that 
time have gone, this landmark 
hotel continues to dominate 
Main Street Georgetown, 
and with news of the new 
redevelopment, we’re sure 
there will be another 160 years 
of amazing stories to come.

— Kate McGowan

Respect the Beauty of The Bruce
Visitors to the Bruce Peninsula will see 
this green slogan posted throughout the 
area. Keeping the Bruce Clean & Green 
reminds us that the beauty of our peninsula 
should be respected by all who visit or 
live here so that it will remain healthy 
and friendly for all future generations.

Started as a grassroots response to 
the large visitor influx to the area, Keep 
the Bruce Clean & Green volunteers 
promote ecological citizenship around 
the peninsula. The need to support the 
natural environment to keep it beautiful 
has the people of the peninsula banding 
together. Look for folks wearing the white 
t-shirts with the slogan on it and stop to 
chat with them. They will happily point 
out places for proper disposal of trash 
along with directions to areas of interest.

In preparation for your trip to the 
Bruce it might be helpful to keep in 
mind that we all can help to keep the 
environment healthy. Plan to take along 

refillable liquid containers for drinking 
water; there are a number of water filling 
stations around the various villages. Pack 
your picnics with reusable containers to 
decrease the amount of waste that ends 
up in landfill sites. Always ensure that you 
have eco-friendly disposable items and 
that they are placed in the appropriate 
container for waste and recycle.

Remember that we share our space 
with many other animals that forage for 
food in our waste areas so closing the 
trash containers is essential. We encourage 
you to plan your visit well and remember 
that we should “take only pictures and 
leave only footprints” so that not only 
you but all future generations will also be 

able to enjoy the beauty of “The Bruce.”
As you visit the National Parks on 

the Bruce pick up a green bag and you 
can support the “clean & green” spirit. 
Litter is the number one violation to our 
environment. Please use the bag and 
dispose of your litter appropriately in 
larger trash and recycle bins. In the village 
of Tobermory, many of the most visited 
areas are in residential areas. On long 
weekends throughout the summer you may 
find that there are “tomato cage garbage 
bins” along private property for those 
water bottles and pop tins that need to be 
disposed of on long walks. Everyone helps.

With the opportunity to visit the 
National Parks here on the Peninsula our 
hope is that you will take time to marvel at 
how beautiful and fragile our environment 
is. Throughout your travels please remember 
to “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Respect.”

— Article and image by Keep the Bruce 
Clean & Green

Georgetown’s Legendary McGibbon Hotel: 
A Hollywood Favourite!  

GAZETTE n 
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WINTER WILDLIFE: 

The Photography 
of Ann Brokelman
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Ann Brokelman takes great 
photographs of an amazing 
variety of animals in the wild. 
Here are some questions and 
answers about how she does it.

Most people never get 
to see so many wild 
animals. How do you get 
such photos of them?
I am a dedicated watcher 
of wildlife and birds. I love 
being out in the woods or in 
my car driving and looking 
for animals. Most of my 
photography is done in the 
car. If you turn off the engine 
and just watch you will see 
the behaviour of the animal 

and hopefully get some great 
shots. I have a Canon 400mm 
lens and it takes great photos 
without disturbing the wildlife. 
It takes time and patience to 
find these beautiful creatures. 
Animals are there but many 
people are not looking for 
them. I watch and look for odd 
shapes or something moving 
in the bush. You need to do 
your research and learn when 
the animals are out and about.  

Are you a professional 
photographer? 
I take photos for the love of it. 
I  teach photography to youth, 
adults, seniors and adults with 

special needs. I teach privately 
and people can buy prints.

What is it like to 
photograph wild 
animals in winter?
Cold and totally amazing! 
You can track animals by 
their unique footprints. 
Snow creates a mood and 
is a huge photography 
challenge. I especially love 
it when the snow is falling.  

What volunteer work 
do you do with animal 
rescue groups?
I am a volunteer member of 
the rescue and release team for 

Toronto Wildlife Centre. 
I also donate all photos taken 
on their behalf for them to 
use in any way they like. 

I help with driving 
injured animals to The Owl 
Foundation in Vineland, 
and releasing owls back 
into the wild. This is a 
very special hospital. 

I am on the advisory board 
of Coyote Watch Canada. 
I am saddened by the way 
coyotes, wolves and bears are 
treated. Working with Lesley 
Sampson who works hard to 
educate people on the coyote, 
is making a huge difference in 
people’s perspective of coyotes.

◀ Red Fox 
Ann Brokelman notes “I have 
been so lucky to have amazing 
fox shots all over Ontario.  I 
love to watch foxes in snow as 
you get to then take photos 
of the footprints he leaves. 
In a parking lot down by the 
water this fox casually strolled 
past me without a care in the 
world. I followed his tracks all 
the way to a hole in a fence.” 
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▲ White-tailed Deer
Most photographs of deer 
show the side of the animal or 
its rump as it leaps away. This 
unusual photograph is of a 
White-Tailed Deer eating what 
looks like Highbush Cranberries. 
Ann says “While on a drive on 
a back road just east of my 
house I saw a movement in 
the berry tree. I really thought 
it would be a bird but to my 
surprise it was a deer. I was 
the only one on the road so I 
turned off my car and sat there 
for half an hour watching the 
deer. By the end of the watch 
there were over six deer in the 
field. This photo is not cropped.” 

▲ Opossum  
Ann explains “Up to last year I had never seen an opossum in the wild. I have seen them at Toronto 
Wildlife Centre, injured and also with frostbite. On a back road to nowhere I saw something from 
the corner of my eye. I did a double take as it was an opossum. The sun was shinning but there 
was lots of snow on the ground. He had just come down the tree and was looking around. 
Soon after he disappeared in the woods. To this date I have not seen another one.” 
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▲ Star-nosed mole  
“While watching a Red-tailed Hawk in a tree I noticed something moving on the 
snow,” Ann says. “It was the strangest thing I have ever seen. Once I got home I 
looked at the photos to realize it had a star-looking mouth. Sure enough it was a 
Star-nosed Vole, and a favourite meal of a Red- tailed Hawk. This one safely made 
its way across the ice and back deep in the snow.”

winter 2016–2017  •  Niagara Escarpment Views  41

▲ Northern Hawk Owl
Northern Hawk Owl, classified 
as scarce. For Ann, “The most 
amazing owl I have ever seen 
was at Grimsby on a back road. 
I went there and was lucky 
enough to see a Northern Hawk 
Owl. The owl was flying from 
tree to tree when he suddenly 
swooped down and got a vole. 
He mantled the vole and was 
looking around to make sure no 
one was coming close. One of 
the best birding days of my life.” 

Ann explains that mantling 
is a bird’s “hunching or arching 
shoulders and spreading wings 
over a recent kill to conceal it 
from other birds and predators 
who would be potential thieves. 
In this posture, the wings are 
mostly spread and drooped 
to the ground, exposing the 
bird's upper back, also called 
the mantle, which gives 
the action its name. The 
head is usually bent down 
to feed, and the tail is often 
spread to provide additional 
cover and counterbalance. 
Many birds of prey practise 
mantling after a kill.” 



▲ Skunk
Ann notes “Last winter while looking for coyotes on a back road I came across the skunk. I wanted to watch it to make sure it was ok. The 
snow was not deep but it was warm out. We figured it got hungry and decided to go for a stroll in the cornfield looking for food.”
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▲ Ruffed Grouse
Ann was mystified by this. “I was up by Sudbury in a small 
town called Noelville,” she explains. “While wandering on foot 
following ravens up a quiet road my friend noticed this amazing 
sculpture on the snow. We took many photos and sent them 
to friends to see what it was. Being owl crazy we hoped it was 
an owl but the next morning we walked down the road again 
and there perched on the tree were two Ruffed Grouse. Some 
suggestions that came back to us were grouse and pheasants.”

◀ Coyote 
“I love coyotes, “ says Ann. “I love watching them and learning 
about their behaviour. I respect the coyote. I am very proud to be a 
member of the advisory team for Coyote Watch Canada. With most 
photos I take they are on a back road in the middle of nowhere. I 
was with another nature lover when she spotted this beauty in 
the open fields.  We watched him for a matter of minutes but he 
spotted us immediately and took off. Every brief encounter with a 
coyote is very special. Coyote Watch Canada is a federal, not-for-
profit, community-based wildlife organization, which advocates 
positive wildlife experiences through education, research, mediation, 
intervention and conflict resolution.” Ann provided the photographs 
of coyotes for a feature in Niagara Escarpment Views in Winter 2014.
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Misty’s View of Perfect Mashed Pot atoes

Once you have nailed making memo-
rable mashed potatoes a few times you can 
stress less about formal family roasts. So, 
focus on your spuds at the most crucial mo-
ments since everyone loves a tender spoon-
ful of perfect mashed potatoes. Your cooking 
will become unforgettable too.

Misty Ingraham and Bill Sharpe, an instructor 
at Liaison College Hamilton, own the catering 
business The Portable Feast at Home.

The colour inside: both yellow- and white-
fleshed potatoes can become perfect 
mashed potatoes. Photo by Mike Davis.

How to Make Perfect Mashed Potatoes
– Start with good potatoes containing few ‘eyes’ and little exterior damage.

– Yukon Gold potatoes are popular now, but white potatoes have their merits too.

– Peel or carve away (also called turning) the exterior skin, eyes, bruises etc.

– Equal-sized potatoes are key – aim to create medium-large pieces.
– Store in cold water prior to cooking to prevent oxidization.

– When ready to cook, place potatoes in a large, heavy-based pot with lid.

– Cover with cold water.

– Add salt until the water tastes like the sea - swish it around and get the taste right.

– Bring to a boil and then turn down the heat to achieve a medium-low boil. Partially cover 

with the lid.

– Keep an eye on your potatoes, particularly after about 20 minutes. Make sure they are 

gently boiling not simmering. Test for doneness with the tip of a sharp paring knife.

– The potatoes are done when the knife falls easily from the center of the largest potatoes. 

Test about five potatoes before deciding to drain them.

 Here comes the crucial part! 
– Drain and return to the pot immediately. Then mash the potatoes using a good 

masher and elbow grease. This is the phase where you can prevent lumps. Get all of 
the potatoes evenly and thoroughly crushed before adding any liquid 
ingredients, since crushing a lump in solution is virtually impossible.

– Pre-heat your milk, butter and seasonings so that they do not cool down your potatoes- a 

brilliant, yet simple idea.

– Add your liquid mixture a little at a time and wait until the potatoes absorb it before 

adding any more. 

– Don’t flood your spuds.

– Taste your mash a few times before deciding whether to adjust the seasoning. Ask a 

family member to verify the taste too.

– Finely ground white pepper creates an invisible, delicious zip to your mash.

– Freshly-cracked black pepper should be added by the guests themselves as a topping. 

Adding it to the mash can make it gray or dirty looking.

– Consider adding sour cream to a drier mash for a tangy flavour.

– Be careful to cut your hot liquid ratio down if adding sour cream to finish your potatoes.

– Finally, add fresh herbs like chives, parsley, or tarragon at the last minute since they will 

quickly become a khaki colour.

318 Queen St. E., Acton 
519 853-5945

13515 Highway 7, Georgetown
905 873-7503

4 Thompson Cres., Erin
519 833-2600

▶ Mink
Ann was lucky with this photo: 

“I love going to the lake to 
watch the gulls and find a few 
eagles. I did see a few eagles 
way out on the ice but my eyes 
looked to the right and there 
was a mink wandering on the 
ice and he came up beside me 
on the snow. He took a look 
at me and then ducked into 
the rocks on the water edge.” 
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GIVE◀ Sandhill Cranes
“It is amazing to drive to Long 
Point during the winter when 
the Tundra Swans and Sandhill 
Cranes arrive,” says Ann. “There 
are thousands of them in the 
fields. I love the sound they 
make and the way they fly.” 

Ann Brokelman’s photographs 
of coyotes were published 
in “Co-existing with Coyotes” 
in Niagara Escarpment Views, 
Winter 2014–15. Her website is 
naturephotosbyann.blogspot.ca.
Prints of her photography 
are available for sale.
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n The Gift of Land

Winter Walks
By Gloria Hildebrandt

I
n winter the highlight 
of my typical day is a 
midday walk around the 
back of my property with 

my dogs. This is the warmest 
time of the day and usually 
the brightest as well. I like 
getting fresh air and sunlight 
as a break. As long as I’m 
dressed properly, I enjoy 
being out in winter. I dress for 
function, not fashion. I need 
big tall boots that keep my feet 
warm and dry. Long johns 
under my pants help. A long 
parka with hood or my old 
knitted hat with scarf attached 
means there is no place for 
wind or snow to hit my bare 
neck or go down my back. 
Proper mittens, sometimes 
one pair inside another, are 
important. Icy fingers and 

toes can be a dangerous sign 
of impending frostbite.

A winter walk is usually 
free from thoughts of outdoor 
work. No plants to pull out, 
branches to move, bridges 
to repair. Unless a tree has 
fallen down. Winter work 
tends to be close to the house: 
firewood to bring inside, the 
front porch and walk to be 
shovelled, as well as the large 
back verandah and herb 
garden paths. Actually, I can 
ignore the verandah and 
paths, but I like them better 
cleared of snow. Sitting on 
the long rear verandah can 
feel like being at a ski lodge, 
and my dogs like to mill 
around on the paths through 
the herb garden. What can 
be hard work is just walking 
through the snow if it’s deep, if 
there’s been no trail broken.

Snowshoes make it easier to 
get around, and after they’ve 
packed down the trails, I can 
walk there in my boots alone. 
The dogs use the trails, and 
I’ve noticed that wild animals 
do, too. Signs of wildlife can 
be easier to see in winter. Deer, 
rabbits, grouse, Great Blue 
Heron, racoons and moles can 
all leave clear tracks. I can’t 
distinguish the tracks of dogs, 
coyotes and foxes, though.

Winter birds that I can 
often see in the forest 
away from the bird feeders 
include Chickadees, Blue 
Jays, crows, Hairy and 
Downy Woodpeckers. I 
come across fresh gashes 
in trees with piles of big 
wood chips below, made 
by Pileated Woodpeckers, 
but I rarely see the birds 
themselves. The heron stalks 
the open end of the pond 
where some springs are, and 
it will fly up and away with a 
terrific squawk. Its three-
toed tracks often lead to 
the water’s edge and I have 
seen it all through winter.

Sitting in Silence
I enjoy sitting on the bench at 
the pond where the sun can 
hit my face. On a bright cold 
day the sky is brilliant blue. 
I never want to bash swiftly 
through natural spaces. I like 
to be there for a while, taking 
in the silence, the smells, the 
views. I may have to clear 
the benches of snow and 
ice with my walking stick.

A stick is particularly 
useful in winter, for testing 
the depth of snow or water, 
turning things over, clearing 
an overhanging branch of 
snow, drawing smiley faces…
and especially for helping 
you get up if you’ve fallen 
and there is no tree nearby. 
When you’re in the snow 
up to your armpits, a sturdy 
walking stick can support 
you in getting on your feet.

Before the trails have been 
packed down, when the snow 
is deep, the dogs can be up to 
their “armpits.” As they churn 
through the snow, the heat of 
their bodies can create clumps 
of icy snow in their fur. They 
can get snowballs on their 
paws and ice between their 
toes. My small dog Thomas 
often stops to lick the ice off 
his paws, not realizing that he’s 
making it worse by making 
them warm and damp.

Cozy House
Coming home after the 
45-minute walk is pleasant, 
with the fire in the woodstove 
heating the house and the 
prospect of a mug of hot tea. 
I’ve learned that if I feel cold 
inside the house, the best 
way to warm up is actually to 
step outside for a bit. Coming 
in, I realize how warm and 
cozy the house actually is.

After the walk, I unwrap 
myself from my outdoor 
clothing and then have to deal 
with the dogs’ snowballs in the 
fur on their bellies, legs and 
paws. I used to try rubbing 
them off with a towel, combing 
the snowballs out, then 
clipping them out of the fur. 
All of this was time consuming 
and ineffective. Last year I 
had a brainwave. Now I run 
warm water in the bathtub, 
put the dogs in the water and 
the snow melts off rapidly 
while their bodies warm 
up instantly. They are even 
eager to step into this bath.

A dog cookie each and 
they are happy to snooze 
in their favourite spots all 
afternoon, while I go back 
to my desk work. With tea 
in hand, the afternoon feels 
a bit like the start of a new 
day. A walk in winter can 
be energizing, not tiring.

Gloria Hildebrandt is the co-
founder, co-publisher and editor 
of Niagara Escarpment Views.

46  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  winter 2016–17  

▲My dogs in the forest beneath Pileated Woodpecker holes. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.



Enjoy the Magic 
of the Country

175 King St. 
Terra Cotta    

905.873.2223    
1-800-520-0920

www.cotta.ca

ACTON & GEORGETOWN
McDonald’s
The tried-and-true, 
dependable kids’ favourite. 
Drive-through, eat-in. 
374 Queen St. E., Acton, Open 
at 5 a.m.; 185 Guelph St., 
Georgetown, Open 24 hours.

ACTON, ERIN & 
GEORGETOWN
Tim Hortons
More than coffee & donuts: 
breakfast, sandwiches, hot 
bowls.
318 Queen St. E., Acton 519 
853 5945; 13515 Hwy 7, 
Georgetown 905 873 7503; 
4 Thompson Cres., Erin 
519 833 2600

ALTON
Rays 3rd Generation 
Bistro Bakery
Charming country bakery/
eating gem. Live music.
1475 Queen St., Alton, Open 
Tues-Sat for lunch & dinner, 
519.941.6121

BOLTON 
Bolton Thai Cuisine
Authentic Thai ingredients, 
traditional cooking styles. 
Wide selection of mild to spicy 
dishes. Open Tues. to Sat.
18 King St. E., Unit L5, Bolton, 
905.857.8988, boltonthai.ca

COLLINGWOOD
Pretty River Valley Country Inn
Upscale inn on 125 acres of 
Niagara Escarpment hills.
529742 Osprey-The Blue 
Mountains Tline, 
Nottawa, 705.445.7598, 
prettyriverinn.com

GEORGETOWN
Georgetown Thai Cuisine
Certified Thai Select by the 
government of Thailand, for 
authentic Thai ingredients 
& cooking styles for all 
dishes. Vegetarian, vegan, 
gluten-free options.
76 Main St. S., Georgetown, 
905.873.1429, gthai.ca

Heather’s Bakery Café
Celebrating 15 years of 
business. Homemade soup 
& sandwiches, quesadillas, 
quiche, salad & more.
103 Main St. S., 
Georgetown, 905.873.6569, 
HeathersBakeryCafe.ca

Silvercreek Coffee House
Organic fair-trade coffee & tea. 
Light breakfast & lunch meals. 
112 Main St. S., Georgetown, 
905.877.5769

Stone Edge Estate
Luxurious B&B in a large 
manor house on the Niagara 
Escarpment. Indoor pool, Jacuzzi 
spas, elevator. Completely 
accessible. Formal dining room.
13951 Ninth Line, 
Georgetown, 905.702.8418, 
StoneEdgeEstate.ca

GLEN WILLIAMS
Copper Kettle Pub
Newly renovated country 
pub in historic building. Live 
music Fri. & Sun. nights. 
517 Main St., Glen Williams 
(Halton Hills), 905.877.5551, 
copperkettle.ca

MILTON
Milton Heights Campground
Seasonal camping for RVs & 
tents, located between Toronto & 
Niagara Falls. Open year round.
8690 Tremaine Rd, 
Milton, 905.878.6781, 
miltonhgtscampgrd.com

Eat & Stay Along the 
Niagara Escarpment

Evergreen Resort
Cozy cottages, sitting room 
& 4-pc. bath
Natural sand beaches
All-inclusive 
Open May to mid October
Spring & Fall Specials

B - 139 Resort Rd (Red Bay)
South Bruce Peninsula, ON  N0H 2T0
519-534-1868
reservations@evergreenresortredbay.ca
evergreenresortredbay.ca
Interac, Visa, Mastercard accepted

A delicious, convenient place to stop
Just South of the QEW, on Victoria Avenue, Exit 57

Heart of Niagara, Fresh Local Produce
Bakery and Gluten Free, Deli, Cheese Market

Monthly Theme Dinners!

4600 Victoria Avenue 
Vineland, ON
289.567.0487

www.goculinary.ca

SINGHAMPTON
Open daily at 10:00 AM • Private Rooms Available

“Celebrating over 30 years in business!”
Prime Rib Every Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday

705-445-1247 mylarandloretas.ca

Stone Edge Estate 
Bed & Breakfast, Georgetown Ontario

A touch of luxury on the Niagara Escarpment
Large bright rooms with ensuite bath, TV & bar fridge.

Indoor pool, jacuzzi, wifi, handicap friendly.

13951 Ninth Line 
Georgetown, ON

905 702 8418
www.StoneEdgeEstate.ca
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Quaint Historic Neighbourhood Pub
Fresh Food Cooked In-house

Daily Features  •  Local Craft Beer
Cozy Wood-burning Fireplace
Gardened Brick-walled Patio 

517  Main St., Glen Williams
905.877.5551

copperkettle.ca

185 Guelph S. 
Georgetown
OPEN 24 HOURS

374 Queen St. E. 
Acton

OPEN AT 5 A.M.

MINDEMOYA
Manitoulin Inn
18 units with queen beds, 4-piece 
bathrooms, close to attractions.
2070 Hwy 551, Mindemoya, 
705.377.5500, manitoulininn.ca

MONO CENTRE
The Mono Cliffs Inn
Specializing in unique Australian 
wines. Local, seasonal products, 
made-from-scratch dishes.
367006 Mono Centre Rd., 
(County Rd. 8), Mono Centre, 
519.941.5109, monocliffsinn.ca

ORANGEVILLE
SteakHouse 63
Restaurant & pub in circa-1852 building. 
Steaks of the highest standard at great 
value. Vegetarian & gluten-free options.
63 Broadway, Orangeville, 
519.943.0063, steakhouse63.com

RED BAY
Evergreen Resort
Cottages on natural sand beach, 
heated pool, 2 hot tubs, sauna, 
Lake Huron sunsets.
139 Resort Rd., South Bruce 
Peninsula, 519.534,1868, 
evergreenresortredbay.ca

SINGHAMPTON
Mylar & Loreta’s Restaurant
Well-prepared comfort food, open 10 
a.m. year-round, 7 days a week. 
Grey County Road 124, Singhampton, 
705.445.1247, mylarandloretas.ca

TERRA COTTA
The Terra Cotta Inn
Riverside setting, 4 dining rooms, 
banquet hall, lower level pub 
with fireplace.
175 King St., Terra Cotta, 905.873.2223, 
1.800.520.0920, cotta.ca

VINELAND
Grand Oak Culinary Market
Eat in or takeout: gourmet meals, 
deli, bakery. Monthly theme dinners.
4600 Victoria Ave., Vineland, 
289.567.0487, goculinary.ca

WILLIAMSFORD
Williamsford Pie Company
On-the-go breakfast choices, grilled 
or cold lunch sandwiches, 2 daily 
homemade soups, daily specials.
316079 Hwy. 6, Williamsford, 
519.794.2034, 
williamsfordpiecompany.ca

Heather’s Bakery Cafe
Gingerbread Houses &

Gingerbread Workshops

103 Main St. S. Georgetown
905.873.6569

www.heathersbakery.ca

103 Main St. S. Georgetown
905.873.6569

www.heathersbakery.ca
Open Sundays in December 9 to 4Open Sundays in December 9 to 4

18 Deluxe Units
Satellite HD TVs & Free WIFI

Toll free: 1-877-270-0551
info@manitoulininn.ca

Mindemoya, Ontario (Central Manitoulin)
www.manitoulininn.ca

BAKERY/CAFÉ
Fairtrade Coffee
Scratch made pies
Cakes, breads,
scones, desserts
Sandwiches on
freshly-baked breads
2 choices daily
homemade soup

Hwy 6 Williamsford
519 794 2034

NEW hours 7am to 7pm / 7 days a week
www.williamsfordpiecompany.ca

Open Tues–Sat.  •  Lunch & Dinner
Reservations recommended 

1475 Queen St., Alton 
519.941.6121

coffee. tea. community.
Terrific location for a

quick drink / espresso shot

LLBO

112 Main St. S. Georgetown 905.877.5769

519.941.5109  MonoCliffsInn.ca

Fine food & wine in a
relaxed country atmosphere

Lunch & Dinner Wed – Sun & Holiday Mondays

PETER CELLARS PUB
Single malt scotch & live music on Fridays

Newly renovated in the hamlet of Mono Centre
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worth the visit n 

Georgetown Yarn
Location:
170 Guelph St. 
Georgetown
905.877.1521
www.georgetownyarn.com

Owner:
Betty-Anne Whipp

Owned Since:
2014

Good For:
Supplies & materials, classes & socials for 
people who like to knit & crochet.

Philosophy: 
To build something where people are 
welcome in any time, to feel comfortable 
& have fun.

The Extra Mile:
“We’re a source for local designs & 
products. We’re always looking to bring 
in more independent Canadian dyers.”

Why It’s Worth the Visit:
“When you purchase from here you get 
higher quality yarn for a reasonable 
price, & support from us. There’s a 
comfy sitting room to knit & crochet 
in. We also donate handmade 
blankets & money to local charities.”

▲ Georgetown Yarn fills several rooms in a former residence. There is a vast selection of 
wool & fibres as well as examples of products to make.

◀ Owner Betty-Anne Whipp with just some of her inventory, wearing a Canada-
Day-inspired shawl made for her by customers.

▲ Ready for Canada’s 150th anniversary: this fabulous design of a maple leaf wrap is available, if you 
have the counting skills needed!
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n View of Land Conservation: 

Recreating the Commons
By Bob Barnett

M
y Dad could 
never figure it 
out. Whenever 
we talked 

about Escarpment Biosphere 
Conservancy’s (EBC) nature 
reserves, he’d say, “What are 
you going to do with all that 
land?” He was an architect and 
for him, land was for building 
something on. Leaving it for 
nature was an alien concept. 
He died 10 years ago at 93 
and just never understood.

In 1998, Cameron Smith, a 
Toronto Star columnist asked 
me “Why are you doing this?” 
I replied “I want a place for 
my grandchildren and their 
grandchildren to appreciate 
what we grew up with.”

Commons Concept
Towns in England often had a 
central public green commons. 
Outside of town there was a 
larger commons where those 
with no land could graze 
their sheep. The clearances, 
when the aristocracy took 
over the common lands, 
caused the great migrations 
to North America. Europe 
retained a legacy of public 
access; landowners cannot 
block paths that have been 
used for hundreds of years.

In Ontario, land was 
surveyed into 100-acre 
blocks and granted or sold 
in a huge rush to settle and 
exploit the land. There was no 
concept of the commons, but 
there was a lot of land and 
landowners were pretty easy 
going about their neighbours 
wandering through the 
woods or swimming in the 
river. Urbanites, moving to 
weekend estates, were much 
quicker to fence the land and 
post no trespassing signs.

Ontario set up a few parks 
starting in 1885 including 
Algonquin, Quetico and 
Rondeau. The first idea was 

to protect the 
forest and wildlife 
resources, later to 
allow cottages, but 
soon the idea of 
preserving nature 
took over. By the 
1950s there were 
still only a few 
parks. Less than 
one per cent of 
southern Ontario 
is protected as a 
park today. 	
After Hurricane 
Hazel in the early 

‘50s there was a 
push, not for parks, 
but to protect 
people from floods. 
Conservation 
authorities were given funding 
to buy up valley lands and 
today they own 2.1 per cent 
of southern Ontario. While 
there are now often parks 
and campgrounds along 
those rivers, flood prevention 
was the idea at the time. 

Charities protecting land 
started with the Federation 
of Ontario Naturalists, now 
Ontario Nature, in 1962 with 
the push to acquire Dorcas 
Bay near Tobermory. Mac 
Kirk, one of EBC’s first 
directors, was instrumental 
in publicizing this effort 
and raising money. Nature 
Conservancy of Canada started 
up just a few years later. Today, 
they’ve protected over 40,000 
acres in southern Ontario.

Land Trusts
Land trusts started in the 
1990s. EBC was one of only 
seven in Ontario when we 
started in 1997. Today, 40 
land trusts including Nature 
Conservancy and Ontario 
Nature have protected 100,000 
acres or about seven per 
cent of southern Ontario. 
That’s more than the federal 
government, almost as much 
as the provincial government 
and a third that of the 

conservation authorities. 
In 2012, Canada 

and Ontario joined the 
International Biodiversity 
Agreement to protect 17 
per cent of our land. EBC is 
conserving a new donated 
property each month! We 
expect to register 1,200 new 
acres before year end. But 
our funds are running out 
and soon we will have to stop 
accepting such generosity 
unless more stable funding 
arrives. Unfortunately, the 
land trusts are virtually 
the only contributor to 
that 17 per cent goal.

What You Can Do
Back to my Dad’s question, 

“What are you going to do with 
all that land?” We think we 
must follow the lead of the 
Bruce Trail and encourage 
people to get out and walk on 
the land. We know that seeing 
the land up close encourages 
people to appreciate it. We 
expect it will bring volunteers 
and donors. What other charity 
allows you to donate $50 and 
protect $1,000 worth of land? 
That $50 spent on land protects 
$1,300 worth of ecosystem 
services every year, preventing 
floods, protecting rare species, 
sequestering carbon, cleaning 

the air AND providing you a 
place to improve your health in 
nature AND educate you and 
your kids. We consider that $50 
the best investment you can 
make. After your income tax 
savings it only costs you $30. 

EBC is ramping up our 
trails program so you can get 
out and visit YOUR nature 
reserves. We have brochures 
on our southern trails and 
those on the northern Bruce 
Peninsula. We distribute a 
free map showing Manitoulin 
trails. We discussed trails with 
another land conservation 
organization. I said, our 
goals must be the same, “to 
promote trails and don’t allow 
hunting.” I was surprised 
to hear him say, “We’re the 
opposite. We don’t want 
trails and we do encourage 
hunting on our lands.”  

It is clear that even the 
land conservation community 
is struggling with “What 
are you going to do with 
all that land?” For EBC, it’s 
clear. We invite you to join us 
on YOUR nature reserves.

Get brochures and maps from 
Bob Barnett of Escarpment 
Biosphere Conservancy at 
888.815.9575 or through 
www.escarpment.ca.

Bob Barnett checking signs on a trail on Manitoulin Island. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.
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Proud to represent 
a riding that 
includes the beauty 
of the Niagara 
Escarpment 

Proud to represent 
a riding that 
includes the beauty 
of the Niagara 
Escarpment 

David Sweet, M.P.
1760 Upper James St., Unit 4 
Hamilton, ON  L9B 1K9
905 574 0474  ❘  DavidSweet.ca

 

Patented * Scientific design * Canadian made 

Pollen bee nestPollen bee nestPollen bee nest   
A great gift for the gardenerA great gift for the gardenerA great gift for the gardener 

PollenBeeNest.com     905.880.5337 

e

Help bee conservation by        
enticing solitary bees to  

the garden and  watch  
your garden flourish! 

35 Sykes St. North, Meaford
Open 10a.m. to 5 p.m.

Purrsonally Yours
Fabric & Wool Shop

519.538.4283  facebook.com

Watch ships navigate a world
engineering marvel: the Welland Canal. 
Explore local history at the Museum!

1932 Welland Canals Pkwy., St. Catharines
museum@stcatharines.ca

1-800-305-5134
www.stcatharinesmuseum.ca

104 Main St. S. Rockwood
519.856.9561

HOURS: Tuesday to Friday 8AM – 6PM 
 Saturday 8AM – 5:30PM

Home of the Double High

SaveSave

$50$50

withwith

thisthis

Ad.Ad.

www.MartindaleGardens.com

Call or visit today for 
your personal tour.
905.693.8592

Spriggs Insurance Brokers Limited
 
 Offices in: Angus  (705) 424.7191  
  Georgetown 905.874.3059    
  Milton 905.878.2326
  Oakville 905.844.9232
  Stayner (705) 428.3138

  www.spriggs.ca
 

 Your Best Insurance is an Insurance Broker
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CALEDON Fireplace
Traditional Quality

Certified Sales & Installations
www.caledonfireplace.ca

888 212 4413
Located at the S.W. Corner of 

Hwy. #10 and King St. in Caledon

David Christopherson
MP Hamilton Centre

davidchristopherson.ca

Scott Duvall 
MP Hamilton Mountain

scottduvall.ndp.ca

Supporting the preservation of 
the Niagara Escarpment

Bob Bratina, M.P.
Hamilton East-Stoney Creek

Proud supporter of the Niagara Escarpment

40 Centennial Parkway N, Unit 2
Hamilton, ON  L8E 1H6

Bob.bratina@parl.gc.ca  •  905-662-4763
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Mike Baron
Sales Representative

1.800.834.5516
 C:  416.888.0767
www.MikeBaron.ca

Proudly servicing the Escarpment since 1999

905.873.6776
221 Miller Drive

Walk-in
Family Practice
Paediatrician

Sports Medicine
Minor Surgery

OPEN  DAYS/WEEK

Dr. Michael Beier and Team
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Dr. Michael Beier - Dentist

Bettina Hayes - Dental Hygienist
Elena Hibbs - Dental Assistant

Sherie Reaume – Administration
90 Guelph Street, Georgetown

905 877 5389 drmichaelbeier@cogeco.net

Georgetown Yarn
Quality Yarns and Supplies

Classes • Community Projects

facebook.com/GeorgetownYarn

FOR THE LOVE OF YARN

170 Guelph St. Georgetown
905.877.1521

www.georgetownyarn.com

Mark Hilliard, B.A., J.D

MACKENZIE CHAPMAN HILLIARD
Barristers and Solicitors

Real Estate Lawyer at

33 Main St. S., Acton
519.853.1330

Mark@mchlawyers.com

37 Mill St. East, Acton 
416 938 1075

www.millstglassinc.com

MILL ST GLASS
Here for all your custom glass needs…

Shower Enclosures
Beveled, Polished Glass & Mirrors

Thermal Units
Aquariums

Screen Repair to Windows & Doors Motorcycles, Sidecars, Trikes, Scooters
Ural, Dnepr, CJ 750 & Royal Enfield experts

Making Motorcycle Dreams Come True

59 Willow St. North,  Acton
519 853 9269

www.ovcscooters.ca

Your friendly neighbourhood pharmacy!

118 Mill Street, Unit 101
Georgetown

www.georgetownpharmacy.ca

905.877.8888

 214 Guelph St. Georgetown
Tel: (905) 873-1363

Superior Quality Paints & Stains • Great Value

Discover the Dulux Difference

Mimi Keenan,
Sales Representative

direct: 416.938.5158
office: 905.877.8262
www.mimikeenan.ca

Meadowtowne Realty, Brokerage

I n d e p e n d e n t l y  O w n e d  a n d  O p e r a t e d

LOVE LIVING IN HALTON HILLS

 n Halton Hills (Acton, Georgetown) community market
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12 Armstrong Avenue | Georgetown Ontario
New location, more space & parking to better serve Halton Hills

wastewise@wastewise.ca

Halton Hills largest indoor garage sale

Store Hours 
Mon-Wed  9-5 
Thu 9-8
Fri and Sat 9-5

Phone 
905 873 8122 
e-waste 
recycling depot

www.wastewise.ca

STEAKni�cent
63 Broadway, ORANGEVILLE

steakhouse63.com  519-943-0063

Best Windshield
Replacement & Technology

Excellent Service

354 Guelph St., Unit 27
Georgetown

905 873 1655

Glenn Sproule, CBCO, CET 
Sales Representative
iPro Realty Ltd., Brokerage

158 Guelph St., Unit 4
Georgetown, ON  L7G 4A6

905.873.6111 Cell 416.553.0054
gsproule@trebnet.com

Country Property Specialist

www.glennsproule.com

Blank Cards
Great as gift cards, thank-you notes, 
special occasions, even brief letters!

2 sets of 4 cards & envelopes: $10

REAL GARDENS WILDFLOWERS

✁

Name ______________________________________________________________

Street Address _______________________________________________________

Town/City _______________________  Postal Code ________________________

Phone # ____________________________________________________________

Email address _______________________________________________________  

Send completed form and cheque payable to:
Niagara Escarpment Views
50 Ann St.,  Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

Or send Interac payment to ads@NEViews.ca.

PayPal option available at 
www.NEViews.ca under General Store.

Blank Cards: $10.00
HST: 1.30
Mailing: 3.50

Total  $14.80

Please print clearly.
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Barn on Niagara Escarpment near Creemore.

ECOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT LAND PROTECTED

Thanks to a donation from Barney and Helene Dutka, Hamilton 

Naturalists’ Club purchased six hectares of land 

in the Sassafras Woods Environmentally Significant Area in Burlington. 

To be called Anita Dutka-Buchin Nature Sanctuary, it is part of 

the Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System.

ENDANGERED BATS 
ARE SLEEPING

Credit Valley 

Conservation urges 

people to stay out 
of caves where bats 

are hibernating. If bats 

awake before their spring 

foods area available, they 

can starve to death.

SAFE CYCLING

Burlington and Oakville Members of Parliament Pam Damoff 

and John Oliver support a federal task force to increase safety 
for bicycle riders and pedestrians.

The seeds of our future are taking root right now, for better or worse. This page shares better, 

forward-thinking ideas and celebrates significant environmental achievements that can help us 

lead the way in creating the Niagara Escarpment as a healthy, sustainable example of a thriving 

World Biosphere Reserve. Send us your recommendations for good achievements!

FORESIGHT
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EXCLUSIVELY AT HOME HARDWARE 

Acton Home Hardware
362 Queen St. E., Acton
519 853-1730 

Creemore  
Home Hardware 
153 Mill St., Creemore
705 466-6511

United Lumber Home     
Hardware Building Centre
333 Guelph St., Georgetown
905 873-8007

Westcliffe Home Hardware 
Westcliffe Mall., 632 Mohawk Rd. W, 
Hamilton
905 388-6268

Milton Home Hardware 
Building Centre 
385 Steeles Ave. E., Milton
905 878-9222
miltonhomehardware.ca

Rockwood Home Hardware
373 Alma St. Rockwood
519 856-9551

St. Catharines Home Hardware
111 Hartzel Rd., St. Catharines
905 684-9438

Vineland Home Hardware
3367 King St., Vineland
905 562-4343

Penner Building Centre
700 Penner St., Virgil
905 468-3242

Wiarton Home Hardware 
Building Centre
10189 Hwy 6, Wiarton
519 534-2232
wiartonhbc.com

COLLECTION NOW AVAILABLE

2017 COLOUR OF THE YEAR

You Look Mauve-lous 
SC169-0

YOUR STYLE ON 
YOUR WALLS

Beauti-Tone Paint and 
Canadian Fashion Designer 

Simon Chang bring the colours 
of the runway to your home 
with this year’s 35 exclusive 

trend colours.

simon chang.indd   1 2016-10-26   10:58 AM
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Where to Get Copies Along 
the Niagara Escarpment

Pick up a free copy of 
Niagara Escarpment Views 

at these select locations.

To list your business on the 
map, call us to advertise at

905.877.9665.

Thornbury
Foodland
Niagara Escarpment 

Commission

Tobermory
Foodland

Toronto
Escarpment Biosphere 

Conservancy

Vineland
Grand Oak Culinary Market
Foodland
Vineland Home Hardware

Wainfleet
Ben Berg Farm & Industrial 

Equip. Ltd.

Wiarton
Wiarton Home Hardware 

Building Centre

Williamsford
Williamsford Pie Company

Acton
Acton Home Hardware 
Tim Hortons
MacKenzie Chapman Hilliard
McDonald’s 
Mill St. Glass Inc.
Old Vintage Cranks
George Wang Photography

Alton
Rays 3rd Generation 

Bistro Bakery

Ancaster
Daryl Krompart, Edward Jones

Angus
Spriggs Insurance Brokers

Bolton
Bolton Thai Cuisine

Burlington
Conservation Halton
Todd Neff, Edward Jones

Caledon
Caledon Fireplace

Campbellville
Mountsberg Conservation Area

Collingwood
Georgian Triangle Tourist Association
Pretty River Valley Country Inn
Scandinave Spa
Scenic Caves
Toronto Ski Club

Creemore
Creemore Home Hardware

Erin
George Paolucci, Edward Jones
Stewart’s Equipment
Tim Hortons 

Georgetown
Adam’s Equipment
Mike Baron (Re/Max Real Estate Centre) 
Dr. Michael Beier Family & 

Cosmetic Dentistry 
Colin M. Brookes, Edward Jones
Michael Chong, MP
Dulux Paints
Foodstuffs
Genesis Pharmacy
Georgetown Pharmacy
Georgetown Thai Cuisine
Georgetown Yarn
Heather’s Bakery Café
Mimi Keenan (Royal LePage 

Meadowtowne Realty)
McDonald’s
Niagara Escarpment Commission
North Halton Better Hearing Centre
Red Door Gallery
Silvercreek Coffee House
Silvercreek Communities
Speedy Glass 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers
Glenn Sproule (iProRealty)
Stone Edge Estate
Tim Hortons
United Lumber Home Hardware 

Building Centre
Wastewise

Glen Williams
Copper Kettle Pub
Williams Mill

Gore Bay
Timberstone Shores

Hamilton
Bob Bratina, MP 
David Christopherson, MP
Coalition on the Niagara Escarpment
Scott Duvall, MP
Joel Sinke, Edward Jones
David Sweet, MP
Westcliffe Home Hardware

J.M. Davis and Associates Limited, 
Environmental Engineering
www.jmdavis.ca
mike@jmdavis.ca

MAP SPONSORED BY:

Hillsburgh
Foodland

Kimberley
Kimberley General Store

Lion’s Head
Foodland

Mansfield
Mansfield Ski Club

Markdale
Foodland

Meaford
Grandma Lambe’s
Purrsonally Yours 

Milton
Crawford Lake Conservation Area
Imagine Laserworks
Milton Heights Campground
Milton Home Hardware 

Building Centre
Brett Strano, Edward Jones
Spriggs Insurance Brokers

Mindemoya
Manitoulin Inn

Mono Centre
The Mono Cliffs Inn

Niagara Falls
Bird Kingdom

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Penner Building Centre (Virgil)

Oakville
Tim Carter, Edward Jones
Spriggs Insurance Brokers

Orangeville
SteakHouse 63

Owen Sound
Downtown Owen Sound 

Visitor Centre
Foodland

Red Bay
Evergreen Resort

Rockwood
Rockwood Home Hardware
Saunders Bakery 

Shelburne
Foodland

Singhampton
Mylar & Loreta’s Restaurant

St. Catharines
St. Catharines Museum
St. Catharines Home Hardware

Stayner
Foodland
Spriggs Insurance Brokers

Terra Cotta
Terra Cotta Inn


